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¢ schools acros the Unired

Ssates continose Lo fmplement

the Coman Core Stae
Standards, are  qnestion seomss [
permonie lireracy educutery’ Lhoughrs:
Hewe will che 0SS fmpact the teaching
of readitg! The wmwwer, of coume, i
that the Suandards &l wafluence our
instruction, including our waching of
reading comnprehension,

Several fuporsan poi nes about wadhing
reading are cmade in the intoducrion
w the Smandacds Por example, noa

* preliminary scotion enided, “Keyr Design

Considemurions™ the aurhars of the COS5
note thar the Srandmds are boile onoan
mtegrared model of licracy {N0OA &
CITSS0, 20108, How Standards from sl

for strunuls—Feading, Writing, Speuking,

arul Ligtening, and Languge—nighr e
inzegrared in o literscy lesson appear in
Figure L

Anoher paint that is meade in rhe
“Fer Design Cromsideraions,” s chat
insrmuctional choices ape lefm w0 teachens.
Specitically, the docrment notes:-

T  emphasizing  required  achi-
evements, Lthe Sugodands leave rwomn
fior wouckets, curticulion developers, and
states to determine how those goals
zhauld be reached sl whar additional
tpics should be addressed. Thus, b
Stunckards do not mandaee sach things
s 2 particular writmg procwess oc the full
range of roetacogmitive slraregies tluat
soaderits oy need Lo foanirer and dirael
their thinking and leaming, Teuches
are thus feee o pronade soudents with
wharewer tools and Lmowlsdzs their
profusivnat judnnety and experience
idenilife a2 mosl hedplil for meeting the
goals set our in the Standards, (NGA &
CURE0, 2000, p 41

S, essentially, the Common Coee
has provided the Stwsidards. =aching
srudents how to mest the Srmendards iz in
our hureds.

While the Standuzds focus on a
mumber of ltezwoy ckills, “rhey do not
describe all chat can or should be tanghs”
(WA & OOS5D, 2000, po &Y This
{saves us with a dusl vask: 'leaching
the literacy skills in the Srandazds
gni nurluzing aciive, straregic teaders
who successfully comprechend wal. To
enisuee aur sudents e their nmagimam
patentials, we need b cantinse tench
reading comprehension soratepies,

Active, Strategic Readers
Muck bow abiowal
connprehension is based on stalies of good
reacders, These students welively parcicipare
in reading, They bave clear prals and
comstantly manitor the relation botwoon
zhi: woals ther have set and che wal they
are reading (Duke & [Poamon, E04
Fresslev, 20007, They alza nee a reperonie
of coraprehiension strategies ro fucilitune du
comslrusrion of meanitun, Rasearchoers toore
that using such strutegios Delps stodents
lrecome meuceemitive readars, who can
think shout 200 monitor their thinking
while reading {Palinesar & Brown, 1984
Behler & Truffy, L084).

what  we

G relers read widely, momieor Leir
umletstanding, and newotivte meaning,
Thes know when they arg constructing
mearing anul when they are not. When
comprehension breals down because of
lack ol backeromd infoermagion, dithoulty
ol words, oo undarniliar texr strucoare, gocd
teaders know and use a wurdety of "lx
wp® seralegies. Thess nelude noeosling,
chunging the P ol rcanﬁn,g, UsSLE
comtexe clues, awk cross-cliecking cueing

Figure 1: Example of
Rich Instructional Task for
Informational Text

The GC55 om based an an integoted
madal of lileracy, As such, the stronds—
Reading, Wridng, Speaking  ond
Listening, and Longuagé—in which the

expectotions of the Comman Gore g
detoiled, ora incitricably linkad (NGA & |
- CCSE0. 2010, p.d), Standords liom those

strands car ond shauld be integated in
liergoy lessons that o struciured os
righ instruciiono; fasks, Fer senmpls, no
tyoicel lifovacy lesson, Sandards coubd
b integrated i the Dlowing way:

Reading Informoiional Text
— Students read a test o deleming
tre guthors opinion about o tonic
and the reosons the authar includes

fr the cpinior (RIT Stondoed 3.

Sludents sk and grswer gUCstions
as thay recd (RIT Standara 1),

Language - Students engoge in
o vacdoulkary strotegy to determing
sthe rmegeings of unfamilior demoin-
specific words and pheases usad 0
the fewt (L Standords 4 and &),

Speaklng ond listening -
Etudents podicioote ina colobarafive
someszsaion abeul the authors
opinicns, reosans, and  evidence
in the foxt, following  grode-lovel
nuidclings for coodemiz discussion
5L Stondad 3.

Writing — Students write thelr own
apiion oboui a topic relowed fo
the fead, fovowing the grude-kevel
guidelines for writing an opinior
(W Stancard 13

ey, e2adi . g
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systeins. These readers are able tooselea

expectarians. A5 dhe aothors of the

thee appiapiace srtesics and consiseencly . Commeon Core Srute Standards aote
tecens o maldinyr semess of tesl. in the introduceion of e documeant,
“The  Siandards  define  whac  all

Explicit Instruction of
Comprehension Sirategies

srudents are sxpected o know and be
anle oo do, not how ceachers chousld

ceach” (NOA & OS50, 2010, o).

We lmow thal rescarch supports the  This is 4 pewetlal statermneant, hecausc
teaching of weading comprebuension it provides a Bleeprine for liceruey
slrategdes (Dffy, 2001; Dulkee & Pesrso, crricnlum development in the wgs
200270, Vilee and Feamsen (2002} saogesr of the Common Core. Bagher than

tnoonporating “both caplicit instmicsian replacing cxisting curriculums with
in specific comprehersion strategies and . the Standacds, Jdisrricts should ke
w wreal deai of time and opportunicy for striving ra integrace the Stundazds inlo
actual reading, writing, snd discussion  soumd literacy  curmiculuns—studene-
of texs® {p. 206}, ) centered curricelutns thar inclide the

L

seldne of reading comprehension

Cﬂmprehensinn cind the Frraremies.

Commpn Core

The Commen Core Smte Scodards Retferenceas

ciallie o number of skills which ace .
pelated e comprehension, :uch as
aslcing and imsworing guestions about

a text, delemuining main idea, aml
distinguishing point of view. The
Standards alan require studenils Lo discuss .
and write aboeut wxl, both af which
foster comprehension.  [Tawever, the
skills i the Standards are based wnoa
srydents ability to comorehend test ar

a bamc Yewdl Bffective instroction Tinks
comprebension skilis to atratepics o
prewole stratezic reading, For cwauple, -
e comprehension skills of sequencing,
nesing details, sed using vexr srmcrire
suppert  summriziag,  which s ow .
coprehetisian sraregy

Tine of the expecravions of the
COSE (NGA & CORS0), 2010) i
thut sswlens “readily underiabe the
close, arrentive reading dhal is at rhe
learr. of undemturding and anjoying
complex works of Hreramure® {p. 31,
Ihiz amenuion to students” ability Lo
read closely to comprehend sz auchoes
message & oous of the Srandards s
for both litesarre and irformacionsl
texl. bxplacing such idess s o worthy
wnal, hur srudents still need o koow a
repertire of comprehensinn strategies o
o comEtruct meating when reading,
arnalyzing. anil imrerpreting test.
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